Abstract

This dissertation aims to establish propositional negation and polarity as fundamental and
distinct concepts in the study of Language. To attain this objective, I present the case of Wagdi,
a Western Indo-Aryan Language and a variety of the Bhil Language group, spoken primarily
in the Dungarpur and Banswara districts in Southern Rajasthan. Wagdi has 5 ‘negative’ lexical
items that appear in different contexts. I show that out of these lexical items, only one (ne) is
the propositional negator, representing the semantic negation of declarative eventive sentences.
The other four (na, nathi, nakke, and nakk) are polarity markers representing discourse-level
disagreement or denial of an utterance. In the dissertation, I propose a syntactic model in the
generative framework for the propositional negator and the polarity markers in Wagdi. I
describe polarity as a morphosemantic feature that ‘links’ the (dis-)belief of the interlocutors
in the discourse to the embedded propositional structure. Thus, my proposed model integrates
the discourse and the propositional domain to account for the discourse-level and proposition-

level properties of polarity markers in Wagdi.
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